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Judging by the 300-plus comments 
on Nextdoor, the neighborhood blog 
(nextdoor.com), concern over the condi-
tion of our streets in the Richmond is 
at a boiling point. As with many good 
discussions, it all started with a post by 
neighbor Rob Schaezlein:

 “WTF is going on with San 
Francisco’s DPW Street Repair 
Division, or should I say what’s NOT 
going on? My drive to and from the 
Richmond District to the Sunset has 
become a game of which road NOT to 
take because they beat the crap out of 
my old pickup. These aren’t just the new 
potholes that popped up from recent 
rains, a lot are ones that have been there 
for MONTHS! And they don’t bother 
to go out in dry spells like we’ve had 
lately to do ANY patching, it’s like 
they’re waiting for some Magic Asphalt 
Fairy to sneak in in the middle of the 
night and fix them for them. Enough is 
ENOUGH!”

This touched off a perfect storm 
of frustration by dozens of neighbors. 

One, Rebecca Randall, decided to do 
something about it. But, as reported by 
Randall, here’s what happened.

 “SF Public Works street resurfacing 
program (if it exists—couldn’t get to 
this from their main page): https:// 
sfpublicworks.org/street-resurfacing

“(It’s a rabbit hole, but if someone 
can find a better link for ‘reporting’ 
this outrageous problem, please post it 
here—I can’t get the damned thing to 
work at all).” 

Finally, on her third try, Randall 
got a message back from Department 
of Public Works: Her complaint was 
denied because it was a duplicate!

In the meantime, neighbors on the 
thread complained of long stretches 
of cracked and potholed pavement 
on Richmond District streets, includ-
ing most main thoroughfares: Geary 
Boulevard, Crossover Drive, Arguello 
Boulevard and Fulton Street, to name a 
few. Others tried to contact the agency 
heads and our elected supervisors. 

Spring 2019 PAR Meeting
Representatives from  

US Speaker of the House  
Nancy Pelosi &  

US Senator Dianne Feinstein  
will discuss how those offices  

assist our community.  

Wednesday, April 17
7 to 9 p.m.

Richmond Recreation Center
251 18th Avenue

(between Clement & California Streets)
Limited street parking is available. 
Muni: 1 California and 38 Geary

• • • 

The San Francisco Presidio is a large and 
significant Richmond neighbor. The PAR 
Board monitors activities, plans, and devel-
opments there through our membership 
in two organizations, People for the Parks 
(P4P), led by Amy Meyer and Neighborhood 
Association for Presidio Planning (NAPP), 
whose president is William Shepard. 
Following is some of the latest news.

Spring has sprung! A pair of owls and their 
eggs have taken over an abandoned hawk’s 
nest, which is currently being filmed by the 
Presidio Trust staff and aired on YouTube. 
Coyote pups are ensconced near the Presidio 
Golf Course and the area is posted to keep 
dogs away from their dens. Butterflies have 
not returned, although they were expected, to 
rest in the Rob Hill trees. Fans of Mountain 
Lake are crossing their fingers for the native 
newts and turtles recently reintroduced there.

The historical Fort Winfield Scott requires 
more than $250 million for restoration and 
re-use. The Presidio Trust issued a Request 
for Concept Proposals in January 2018. After 
they narrowed the field to four large organi-
zations with the requisite deep pockets and 
high ideals, they unexpectedly decided that 
all four organizations could apply together. 
The schedule for decision-making has also 
changed. The proposals were due March 14, 
2019, and posted later on the Trust website. 
The public is invited to submit comments  
by letter, email, or in person by May 23,  
when the Board will make its decision at an 
open Board meeting. Read about the project 
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The PAR nominations committee has 
nominated the officers and board mem-
bers for the coming year. 

All officers and board members have 
been reviewed and, in some cases, inter-
viewed about their interest in continu-
ing. Two board members have resigned 
from the board, and one new member 
has joined the board.  

All PAR members may vote on these 
nominations at the April general mem-
bership meeting.  Nominations may also 
be offered at the meeting by any PAR  
members attending. 

The nominations committee will have 
conversations with, and may nominate, 

prospective board members during the 
remainder of this year. 

Here are the officers and board mem-
bers who are nominated for the coming 
year:
OFFICERS: Kate Lazarus, President, 
Nicholas Belloni, Vice President, 
Christopher Wright, Treasurer, and  
Mary Dee Beall, Secretary.
DIRECTORS: Jean Barish, Dan 
Baroni, Richard Correia, Paul Epstein, 
Robert Fries, Sharon Gadberry, Margie 
Hom-Brown, Jason Jungreis, Natalia 
Kresich, Brian Larkin, Zachary Nathan, 
Berit Pedersen, Marjan Philhour, Peter 
Winkelstein.

Nominations for PAR’s board election



Dear PAR Members,

Spring greetings from PAR! 
We hope you are out and 

enjoying the return of sunny days to the 
neighborhood after the much-needed rain. 

This winter I had the opportunity 
to hear from a number of our elected 
officials. At PAR’s January general 
membership meeting, Supervisor Sandra 
Fewer spoke to us about her empty 
storefront legislation, use of Muni red 
carpet lanes, traffic safety and the One 
Richmond initiative. 

We also heard from Ashley Murray, 
our liaison from the Mayor’s Office of 
Neighborhood Services, who serves the 
Richmond District. She has lived in the 
Richmond since 2002 and serves as eyes 
and ears of the mayor.

I also attended a January meeting 
Supervisor Fewer hosted regarding 
traffic safety in the Central Richmond. 
Representatives of the San Francisco 
Municipal Transportation Agency led 
group discussions regarding proposals 
such as bulb outs, pedestrian islands, 
daylighting intersections and other traffic 
calming measures. PAR will continue to 
participate in this ongoing conversation, 
which feels especially important in light of 
the tragic hit-and-run death of Zhao Guan 
at 18th Avenue and California. 

In February, several PAR board 
members and I attended California Senator 
Scott Wiener’s town hall at the Richmond 
Rec Center. Senator Wiener addressed 
a range of topics, including housing, 
expanded paid family leave, responding 
to the wildfires, the PG&E bankruptcy, 
climate change, homeless, criminal justice 
reform, immigrant protections, the Cow 
Palace and healthcare access. 

In March, I joined community 
organization leaders at a budget policy 
roundtable hosted by Mayor London 
Breed. Mayor Breed organized the 
event so that she could hear from people 
who are in touch with the city’s many 
neighborhoods and communities. A 
number of city department heads also 
attended. 

Some of the policy priorities that were 
discussed include affordable housing, 

homelessness, street cleanliness and 
safety and support for nonprofit service 
providers. 

PAR appreciates our government 
officials’ efforts to connect with their 
constituents in accessible settings and 
the time so many of our neighbors 
make to participate in these important 
conversations. 

Also this winter, my husband and I 
welcomed our first child, Andrew. In his 
young life, he’s been on countless walks 
in the Presidio, soaked up the views 
from Land’s End, visited many cafes 
and shops on Clement and Geary, toured 
the Japanese Tea Gardens, and seen two 
exhibits at the de Young. It’s good to be a 
Richmond baby—and parent!

  Kate Lazarus
  sfparpresident@gmail.com

Officers
Kate Lazarus, President
Nicholas Belloni, Vice President
Mary Dee Beall, Secretary 
Christopher Wright, Treasurer

Directors
Jean Barish Jason Jungreis
Dan Baroni Natalia Kresich
Richard Correia   Brian Larkin
Herb Elliott  Michael Murphy
Paul Epstein Zachary Nathan
Robert Fries Berit Pedersen
Sharon Gadberry Marjan Philhour
Margie Hom-Brown  Peter Winkelstein

  Emeritus Directors
Fred Altshuler • Lynn Altshuler  

Ray Holland • Jim Lazarus • Ron Miguel 
Michele Stratton

PAR Representatives in Other Organizations
Housing Action Coalition: Dan Baroni
Kaiser Permanente Citizens Task Force:  

Peter Winkelstein
Neighborhood Associations for Presidio 

Planning: Paul Epstein, Sharon Gadberry, 
Richmond Community Coalition: Nick Belloni, 

Jean Barish

Officers & Directors

Letter from the President
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Berit Pedersen joins PAR board
Berit Pedersen has spent more than 20 

years as a Richmond District resident. She 
and her husband live in the very Outer 
Richmond. She has worked for more than 
20 years in market research, and she con-
siders herself very fortunate to be able to 
work from home. 

Berit loves living in the Richmond and 
is active in several neighborhood orga-
nizations. She enjoys spending time in 
the Richmond’s amazing outdoor spaces, 
shopping and dining at local restaurants 

and spending time with friends and family, 
many of whom live in the neighborhood.

Berit is inspired by PAR’s mission 
to maintain and improve the quality of life 
in San Francisco’s Richmond District. She 
hopes to use her passion for information 
and involvement in the community to 
promote informed and thoughtful growth 
in the Richmond—growth that reflects our 
residents’ and local businesses’ needs and 
respects our wonderful district’s character. 

Resident services topic of PAR winter meeting
District 1 Supervisor Sandra Fewer 

and neighborhood services liaison Ashley 
Murray braved the wind and rain to speak 
at the PAR’s Winter 2019 meeting on 
Wednesday, Jan 16. 

Supervisor Fewer discussed several 
activities in the Richmond District in 
which she is involved, including the vacant 
storefront legislation, upcoming MLK 
activities, building out the water system 
in the Richmond District to support bet-
ter fire suppression efforts, traffic safety 
concerns on Fulton Street and the Outside 
Lands contact extension. 

(Please see the PAR Spring 2018  
newsletter for more information on water 
system issues.)

Murray spoke about her role with the 
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services 

(MONS). MONS is tasked with helping 
the citizens of the city and county of San 
Francisco to receive the highest levels of 
service possible from all areas of city gov-
ernment. District and community liaisons 
work to ensure that the mayor’s office is 
involved with helping to improve the qual-
ity of life for all San Francisco residents. 

Murray lives in the Richmond and 
represents District 1, 2 and 7. MONS also 
held meetings in the Richmond District in 
March.

We look forward to seeing you at the 
Spring 2019 PAR general membership 
meeting on Wednesday, April 17. This 
meeting is open to both PAR members and 
nonmembers. For more details about the 
meeting, please see the notice on the cover 
page of this newsletter.



They soon learned that the streets are managed by at least three 
agencies: Catrans (a state agency), the SF Department of Public 
Works and Recreation and Park (city agencies). 

 “Good news is that as of 8:00 this morning, NB Crossover 
Drive has SOME temporary pothole patching. The bad news is 
that my estimate is they caught no more than 35% of the holes, 
some spots they filled one hole and left another one right next 
to it unfilled. It’s like they took the 311 list and only filled those 
potholes, and the ones that weren’t called in specifically were 
ignored. I HOPE it was that they just ran out of time or asphalt 
patch, not that the unfixed holes ‘weren’t on the list.’ Lets hope 
they knock out the rest over the next few days!” (Rob Schaezlein, 
February 28, Nextdoor).

Our District One Supervisor Sandra Fewer actually reads  
the posts and sent several suggestions, including a link to  
bsm.sfdpw.org/mapviewer, which features a map that pinpoints 
the infrastructure projects. 

Last year she launched a project to allow her constituents to 
report potholes in her district, and she is monitoring repairs Her 
office indicated that heavy rains had opened up more street dam-
age and, at the same time, prevented the repairs.

Indeed, vigilant neighbors on the thread reported seeing 
crews out repairing one of the most dangerous areas, Crossover 
Drive. Unfortunately, the crews abandoned the area after only 
about one-third of the potholes had been filled

On another front, after State Representative Phil Ting was 
contacted, his office reported a large repaving project on 

Highway One. There were high hopes on the pothole thread—
but it was not to be.

“OK, here’s an update about the sections Caltrans is going 
to repave . . . ‘In The City And County Of San Francisco From 
San Mateo County Line To Holloway Avenue And From Lincoln 
Way To Ruckman Avenue Undercrossing.’ Notice anything  
missing?” (Rob Schaezlein, March 13, Nextdoor)

Clearly, this is a problem that needs to be solved. A  
significant and vocal group of neighbors is speaking out about 
the conditions of our roads. Long-standing neglect, improper and 
incomplete repairs and inability to report and receive feedback 
on complaints have exacerbated this issue. 

In response to these neighbors’ concerns and frustrations, 
PAR is meeting individually with elected officials and agency 
heads. We are inviting them to meet with District neighbors at 
an upcoming 
general meeting 
for presenta-
tions, questions 
and answers, and 
discussion. 

We hope that 
all concerned 
neighbors will 
attend and  
participate at our  
general meetings. 

This pothole on 22nd Avenue between Anza 
and Balboa Streets is one of many currently 
plaguing Richmond District thoroughfares. 
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San Francisco Recreation and Park Department unveiled its 
new main trail through the Oak Woodlands of Golden Gate Park, 
dedicating the scenic path to Phil Arnold, a longtime advocate 
for local parks, open space and recreational trail opportunities.

The Phil Arnold Trail provides a primary, continuous nature 
trail with way finding and interpretive signs for pedestrians 
and bicyclists. It begins at the intersection of JFK Drive and 
Conservatory Drive East, just west of McLaren Lodge and con-
tinuing over knolls, past the horseshoe courts, crossing Arguello 
Boulevard and ending at Sixth Avenue. 

The trail is part of the newly finished Golden Gate Park Oak 
Woodlands Trail Improvement Project, funded by the 2012 Clean 
and Safe Neighborhood Parks Bond as well as a private grant 
and state Habitat Conservation Fund grant. Construction began 
in June 2018 and included repair of existing trails in the area, 
erosion control and restoration of native plants. At just under a 
mile, the Phil Arnold Trail adds to the approximately 30 miles of 
nature trails in the SF Rec and Park system.

Arnold, chair of the Bay Area Ridge Trail Council Board 
and a 33-year city employee, provided instrumental support 
for the realignment of the Bay Ridge Trail that connects Twin 
Peaks, Mount Sutro, and the Oak Woodlands. He worked for the 
recreation and park department from 1986 to 1997 and later for 
the San Francisco Human Services Agency. 

He has served on the San Francisco Housing Authority 
Commission since 2013, the San Francisco Parks Alliance Board 
of Directors since 2011 and as a member of the Bay Area Ridge 
Trail Council Board of Directors since 2005. He became board 
chair in 2016.

“Phil Arnold wore many hats in his service to the City, but 
his ability to inspire, lead, and work hard on projects benefitting 
our entire community remains constant,” said SF Recreation and 
Park General Manager Phil Ginsburg.

The Oak Woodlands is a remnant forest located in the  
northeast corner of Golden Gate Park along Fulton Avenue 
between Stanyan Street and Sixth Avenue. The area is home to 
some of the oldest coast live oak trees in San Francisco and was 
added to the Old Growth Forest Network in 2015. It provides  
significant wildlife habitat.

Robert Bakewell, who leads the Friends of Oak Woodlands 
group, said the opening of the trail is the result of many years of 
volunteer efforts.

“The community of advocates and volunteers, now rep-
resented by Friends of Oak Woodlands, has for 25 years been 
working to restore and steward this natural area in northeast 
Golden Gate Park,” Bakewell said. “We join in celebrating the 
Phil Arnold Trail, and commit to continuing stewardship with 
Rec and Park’s Natural Resources Division.”

Falling-apart streets uniting community in protest

Phil Arnold trail opens in Golden Gate Park

continued from front page



Join PAR
Membership is open to all persons living, working, or owning property in the Richmond
District of San Francisco. PAR is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. Your contribution is
tax-deductible as provided by law.

Yes! I/we want to support the Richmond District.

First name(s) Last name

Name of business (for business members)

Address

City State Zip

Primary phone Cell/other phone

E-Mail   PAR respects your privacy and will not share your email.

Membership                                                      ❑ Individual          ❑ Business

❑     Supporting membership, $15.00/year and above

❑     Subscribing membership, $25.00/year and above

❑     Sponsor membership, $50.00/year and above

❑     Patron membership,  $100.00/year and above

Please complete and cut out this form and mail it together with your check (payable to the
Planning Association of the Richmond) to

PAR

3145 Geary Boulevard, #205

San Francisco CA 94118

THANKS for helping to support the quality of life in San Francisco's Richmond District.

PAR
5758 Geary Boulevard, Box 356
San Francisco, CA 94121-2112

Join PAR now and make your voice heard.

5758 Geary Boulevard, #356
San Francisco, CA 94121-2112

sfpar.org

Pay Your PAR dues online!
sfpar.org/site/join-par-via-paypal.html

to join, contribute or pay your dues the easy, electronic way!

Membership                           o   Individual                 o   Business
o   Supporting membership, $20.00/year and above
o   Subscribing membership, $25.00/year and above
o   Sponsor membership, $50.00/year and above
o   Patron membership, $100.00/year and above

The Richmond is 
talking . . . 

www.sfpar.org

continued from front page
and make comments on the Trust website, 
presidio.gov.

Senator Scott Wiener discussed SB 50 
at a recent Richmond District commu-
nity meeting, The proposed legislation is 
designed to increase housing by changing 
zoning laws to allow taller buildings near 
Muni stops and BART stations. It would 
impact development in the Richmond 
District by preempting certain local zon-
ing codes. Most people agree there is a 
need for more housing, especially afford-
able housing, in San Francisco. But there 
is also opposition to a one-size-fits all 
approach. PAR is reviewing the legisla-
tion. To learn more, go to https://leginfo 
.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient 
.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB50.

Regulating the Outside Lands Festival 
music volume was the topic of discus-
sion at the April 2 meeting of the San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors. Although 
some neighbors of the festival, held in the 
Polo Grounds of Golden Gate Park, enjoy 
a three-day weekend of music in their 
home, others do not. Complaints from as 
far away as Mount Davidson, about three 
miles to the south, have been registered. 
The outcome of the board’s discussion 
was not available at press time. 


