
A tree at 4740 California Street has a 
notice on it that it is in good health and 
is being turned over to the adjacent prop-
erty owner for maintenance, under sec-
tion 805 (e) of the San Francisco Public 
Works Code. 

Once that transfer takes place, the 
property owner is responsible for future 
tree maintenance and sidewalk repair if 
the roots damage the concrete. According 
to Carla Short, an urban forester with the 
SF Department of Public Works, 3,669 
city-maintained trees have been trans-
ferred to property owners. Another 3,052 
trees are expected to be transferred this 
year. Other locations in the Richmond 
that have city-maintained trees are Geary 
Boulevard and Lake Street. 

Friends of the Urban Forest is 
opposed to the wholesale transfer of 
trees. Dan Flanagan, executive direc-
tor of FUF, believes that homeowners 
may not properly maintain these trees, 
resulting in compromised tree health and 
shortened longevity. Costs for pruning 
could cost a property owner from $400 
to $1,000 every two years. 

According to Flanagan, FUF would 
like the city to pay for city street tree 
maintenance with a parcel tax and is try-
ing to get such a measure on the ballot. 
The city is in better position to provide 
these trees with regular uniform care. 

Before a tree can be transferred from 
the city to the property owner, an assess-
ment of tree health by a certified arborist 
from the DPW must be done. Once a tree 
is certified, a transfer notice is placed on 
the tree. A more detailed notice is mailed 
to the property owner, who can then 
appeal the transfer. Owners should check 

the sidewalk 
for cracks and 
uplifting if they 
get a transfer 
notice because 
they could be 
responsible for 
sidewalk repair 
if the tree roots 
cause the side-
walk to buckle 
or crack.

Property 
owners who 
have had a tree planted by the city in 
the last ten to fifteen years and receive 
a transfer notice should check the city-
issued paperwork for a clause stating that 
the city will care for the tree. It is more 
likely, however, that the city has the 
authority to transfer maintenance to the 
property owner. 

The tree on California Street is a 
London Plane sycamore tree that has 
been pollarded, a pruning technique 
that cuts the new growth from a major 
branch. Once pollarded, trees have to  
be repruned every one to two years for 
the life of the tree. The cuts are made 
every year at the same location, giving 
the tree a knuckle effect. Pruning these 
trees correctly can be expensive. 

“Unfortunately people see this prun-
ing technique and think that every tree 
can be pruned this way,” says Flanagan. 

Pollarding may look like topping, 
but it is not the same pruning technique, 
and improper pruning can result in a 
hefty fine. When 10 trees were topped 
at Valencia and 14th Streets last year, 
almost 90 percent of the vegetation was 
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Mountain Lake Park Playground: Fund-
raising is ongoing, and the remaining 
$550,000 is needed now. To date, Friends of 
Mountain Lake Park Playground has secured 
more than 80 percent of the project bud-
get. The Recreation and Park Commission 
has approved the new playground project 
offered by Friends of Mountain Lake Park 
Playground, but Claire Meyers of FMLPP 
stresses that “Construction cannot start 
until FMLPP completes its fundraising.” 
Construction of the new playground, which 
will complement the restoration of Mountain 
Lake, is scheduled to start this year, and you 
can help by contacting fmlpp.org for details 
on donating to help build this state-of-the-art 
playground. 

Balboa Street Improvements: This  
project, begun in 2006, continues despite 
some delays, and completion is scheduled 
for April of this year with 80 percent of the 
funding coming from the federal government 
and 20 percent from the city. The pedestrian 
crossings at 34th and 39th Avenues are now 
only two traffic lanes wide, which shortens 
the walk to cross Balboa. There are raised 
planters running parallel to the street on both 
sides of Balboa Street from 34th to 39th 
Avenues. In response to community input, 
twelve additional four-foot breaks between 
the planting box areas have been added for 
access between the curb and the main side-

Representatives from the SF 
Public Utilities Commission 

will talk about proposed water & 
sewer rates hikes. 

Wednesday, April 16, 2013
7 to 9 p.m.

Richmond Recreation Center
251 18th Avenue

(between Clement & California Streets)
Paid parking is available one block away 
in the lot behind the Alexandria Theatre 

between Clement Street and Geary Boulevard. 
Muni lines:  

1 California, 2 Clement and 38 Geary
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Dear PAR Members,
Thank you for your contin-

ued support. Your membership 
is important to us. Please come to the 
next general membership meeting on 
Wednesday, April 16, when we will be vot-
ing on PAR board members and officers, 
and hearing from SFPUC representatives, 
who will talk about proposed water and 
sewage rate hikes. 

PAR has been very active this year in 
dealing with Richmond community issues 
on private and public land use, transporta-
tion, and economic development.

PAR’s land use committee continues 
to regularly review applications to the SF 
Planning Department for building and con-
ditional use permits, at times, PAR is asked 
to comment on them. Recently PAR was 
unable to request a last-minute discretion-
ary review and a waiver of fees regarding 

a remodel project for affected neighbors 
who were never invited to a pre-application 
meeting. Please be aware that timely 
appeal is necessary to file for discretionary 
reviews, and the timing for them is tight. 

Joining with the Neighborhood 
Association for Presidio Planning, PAR  
has actively commented on the plans for 
the future use of the Presidio’s former com-
missary site where the Sports Basement is 
currently located.

 Given the facts that the specific  
topography and landscaping of the new 
open space from the Main Post to Crissy 
Field will not be completely evident until 
after the tunnels of the Presidio Parkway 
have been completed, and the new land 
covering them has been designed and 
installed, the Trust’s decision to postpone 
any action on the adjoining site of the for-
mer commissary seems to be in the public 
interest. The Trust has just issued a solicita-
tion of bids for those designs.

As a consequence of the removal of 
trees on the western and northern shores of 
Mountain Lake for its dredging and restora-
tion, PAR is requesting noise abatement 
measures be installed on Veterans Drive to 
compensate for the loss of those buffering 
trees. PAR continues to monitor the cleanup 
and restoration of the lake.

Under the National Environmental 
Policy Act and Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, PAR continues 
to remind the SF Veterans Administration 
Medical Center of its legal obligation to 
mitigate or eliminate impacts from its 
proposed building expansion on the envi-
ronment and historic characteristics of its 
neighbors’ properties. PAR is also working 
to reduce the impact on SFVAMC neigh-
bors caused by vehicles that cannot be 
accommodated within their grounds.

PAR continues to provide information 
on how to respond for residents and busi-
nesses that have received notices from the 
DPW of proposed installations of sidewalk 
electronic cabinets on public sidewalks 
adjacent to their properties. Additionally, 
PAR has requested that, once installed, the 
electronic cabinets be properly maintained 
and graffiti be promptly removed. 

PAR continues to be an active partici-
pant in the People for Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area and Presidio (or People for 
the Park and the Presidio) activities. 

Regarding transportation issues, 
PAR invited representatives from SF 
Municipal Transportation Agency and the 
SF Municipal Transportation Authority to 
discuss the latest proposals for Geary Bus 
Rapid Transit system and other bus lines in 
the Richmond. 

With respect to the increasing number 
of street closures in the Richmond District 
(including Golden Gate Park), due to 
races and special events, PAR continues to 
urge the SFMTA’s Interdepartmental Staff 
Committee of Traffic and Transportation, 
the Rec and Park department or both to 
ensure that public notices for the events, a 
map of the route or event location and the 
specific streets that are closed will be pub-
lished in advance.

PAR has been asked to comment in the 
process for planning and installation of 
street enhancements on Balboa Street. 

PAR continues with its participation 
in the Economic Development of the 
Richmond workshops. 

Please let us know if you have any com-
ments, questions or suggestions about any 
of these activities of your neighborhood 
association.

  Ray Holland
  president@sfpar.org

Officers
Raymond Holland, President
Nicholas Belloni, Co–Vice President
Richard Corriea, Co–Vice President
Brenda Altman, Secretary 
Christopher Wright, Treasurer

Directors
Fred Altshuler Margie Hom-Brown
Dan Baroni Jason Jungreis
Gene Brodsky Brian Larkin
Julie Burns Claire Myers
Eliote Durham Marjan Philhour
Herb Elliott Cheryl Schultz
Paul Epstein Bill Shepard
Robert Fries Andy Thornley
Sharon Gadberry Peter Winkelstein

Emeritus Directors
Lynn Altshuler • Jim Lazarus • Ron Miguel  

Paul Rosenberg • Michele Stratton

PAR Representatives in Other Organizations:
Friends of Mountain Lake Park Playground: 

Claire Myers
Housing Action Coalition: Dan Baroni
Kaiser Permanente Citizens Task Force:  

Peter Winkelstein
Neighborhood Associations for Presidio 

Planning: Paul Epstein, Sharon Gadberry, 
Ray Holland

Neighborhood Working Group for Presidio 
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Letter from the President

Approved slate of PAR Board candidates
The PAR board unanimously approved the following slate of officers and board of 

directors to be voted upon by PAR membership at the April 16 General Membership 
Meeting.

Officers
Ray Holland, president; Nick Belloni, co-vice president; Richard Corriea, co-vice presi-
dent; Brenda Altman, secretary; and Christopher Wright, treasurer.

Board of Directors
Fred Altshuler, with alternate Julie Cheever; Dan Baroni; Gene Brodsky; Julie Burns; 
Eliote Durham; Herb Elliot; Paul Epstein; Bob Fries; Sharon Gadberry; Margie Hom-
Brown; Jason Jungreis; Brian Larkin; Claire Myers; Marjan Philhour; Cheryl Schultz; Bill 
Shepard; Andy Thornley; and Peter Winkelstein.
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 Carol Brost & Tom Opdycke
 C. Howard & Ellen Brown
 Douglas Burrill
 Barbara Campagnoli
 Matt Carlsen
 Henry Chan
 S.L. & Danise Chandler
 Eunice Chee
 Curt Cournale, Cournale & Co.
 Rodney & Gretta D’Acquisto
 Ann Dey
 Carolyn Dow
 Sandra & Jerry Drather
 Jonathan & Audrey Dunn
 Jane Field
 William & Ellen & Kaye Fleishhacker
 Carolyn Forsyth
 Robert & Linda Fries
 Ronald & Lanette Frostestad
 Linda & Sanford Gallanter
 Maelin Wang, Golden Coast Properties
 Don & Judy Gray
 David & Ann Green
 Mary & Daniel Gregory
 Ken & Gail High
 Charles D. Hoffman
 Raymond & Melinda Holland
 Richard & Eleanor Johns
 Barbara J.R. Jones
 Patricia Keeley
 Dennis Kelly
 John & Ranate Kenaston
 David & Barbara Kimport
 Tom & Kim Kuhn
 Jo Anne Lacombe
 Al Laskoff
 Ronald Lau
 William & Emily Leider
 John G. & Rose Ann Leonard
 Alan & Sharon Levins
 Eugene & Ellen Lew
 Lawrence &Elinore Lurie
 Liz Marmorsky & Melburn Knox
 Bill & Josie McGann
 Tom Meyer
 Robert & Lynne Meyers
 Ron & Ruth Miguel
 Judith & Walter Miller
 Paula A. Morgan
 Mother Goose School 

Our donors’ generosity is essential to PAR’s ongoing ability to advocate on behalf 
of the residents and businesses of the Richmond District. We appreciate the support 
of every PAR member. 

To maintain its independence, PAR does not accept government funding or grants. 
Our only income is our members’ tax-deductible dues and contributions. 

We gratefully acknowledge those members who contributed from April 2013 
through February 2014. 

Subscribers ($25-$49) 

Sponsors ($50-$99) 
 250 Laurel Condominium Owners 

Association 
 Irwin Agatha
 Brenda Altman
 Lynn Altshuler & Stan Herzstein
 Beresford Amoroso
 Tom & Susan Bernard
 John H. Bickel
 J. Dennis Bonney
 Rena Bransten
 Russell & Ellen Breslauer
 Eugene & Kittie Brodsky
 Bud & Nancy Bronstein

Patrons ($100 and above) 
330 Arguello Home Owners Association 
Fred Altshuler & Julia Cheever
Maria Gloria, Angelina’s Café & Catering
Paul Angelo
Leonard F. Armstrong
Daniel & Kathryn Baroni
Lisa Baker Bulkley 
Cliff House 
Steve & Phoebe Combs
Richard Corriea
Joan De Rosa Curtis and  

Francis & Janice Roudebush 
Herb & Bonnie Elliott
Joanne & Michael Fox
Robert & Chandra Friese
Sanford & Linda Gallanter
Kwock Don Gee
Thomas Gille
Ken Lipson & Beverly Spector
Melanie Marks
Nancy & Bill Newmeyer
Gabriel Ng & Mei Lam
Julie Nishihara
Richmond District Medical Group 
San Francisco Free Clinic 
I. Schmid Maybach
Mary Beth & Bob Starzel
Christine Tam
Viet Huong Fishsauce Co. 
Boots Whitmer & Bob Steiner
Carolyn Wright
Jacqueline & Robert Young
Matthew & Joann Zlatunich

Thank you

Irving & Lilyan Abramowitz
Marie & Jean Acheritogaray
Christine Ahrens
Ursula Alano
Bill Alvarado
Marina Andrew
Bob Arkoff
Steve & Barbara Artus
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Patricia Axelrod
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Susan Blomberg
Helen & Roger Bohl
David Bond
Veronica & Greg Bottini
Peter & Carolyn Boyle
Shauna Boyle
Kevin Brunner
Sheana & Lewis Butler
Bernard Campbell
Charles & Yvonne Cannon
Edward & Meimei Chang
Dorothea Char
Ann Chow
Congregation Beth Shalom 
Jim & Mary Cranna
Dr. & Mrs. David Curtis
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Danielson
Jack & Betsy Darr
Anne & James Diaz
John Doyle

Danke

continued on page 4
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Maith agat

 Moyra & Loring Moy
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 Abraham Nocerini & Mark Zara
 Stephen Pegors & Trista Berkovit
 Claire L. Rains
 Anthony Rando
 John & Ginny Reynolds
 John & Carole Ruffo
 Sidney & Laurel Samuels
 Yasmine Scallan
 Rosa M. Schiessl
 William Shepard
 John Simpson
 Robert & Mary Szarnichi
 Claudio & Elizabeth Tarchi
 Catherine Thomas
 Lue Tsumori & Louise Himeo
 Robert & Susan Vanneman
 Ray & Cynthia Wright
 Bobbi & Herb Wiltsek

Merci



improperly removed. The property owner 
was fined $17,540. 

“Don’t compare tree service compa-
nies on price alone,” says Ellyn Shea, a 
local certified arborist and garden coach. 
“Topping, lion tailing and over-pruning 
are common poor practices. Reputable 

arborists should explain to the client why 
they will not prune this way.”

According to Flanagan, “FUF is not 
equipped to prune mature trees. We do 
have reliable arborists on our website who 
can advise property owners about main-
taining trees.” 

For more information on FUF’s efforts 
go to www.fuf.net. Details of the tree 
maintenance transfer plan can be found 
at www.sfdpw.org; search using the key 
words “tree maintenance transfer plan.” 
Referrals to certified arborists are available 
at www.treesaregood.com. 
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Gracias

City tree transfers bring costs for homeowners
continued from page 1
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The project began with a feasibility 
study that identified four alternatives 
for future transit service on the Geary 
corridor. As reported in the last issue 
of the PAR newsletter, these included a 
no-build option, one side-running BRT 
option and two center-running BRT 
options. In early 2013, the SF Municipal 
Transit Authority (TA) developed a fifth 
alternative in response to community 
concerns about loss of parking. This fifth 
or “consolidated option” will have more 
space between stops than the current 
local but less than for the current limited 
service. With only one type of service on 
the center-running part of the alignment, 
there is no need for the buses to pass one 

another and thus no need for the passing 
lanes and the associated loss of parking. 
Current Status 

On February 3, the TA made a 
presentation to the PAR Board on the 
status of the project and its recommended 
locally preferred alternative. As explained 
in the last PAR newsletter, a center-running 
system would be difficult to implement in 
the intersections at Masonic Avenue and 
at Fillmore Street due to problems with 
having bus stops located in the underpasses 
at those intersections. Therefore, the 
design that the TA is now proposing for 
the section of the corridor east of the Palm/
Jordan and Geary area will all be side-
running, on the surface above the tunnels. 

The staff-recommended design for 
the corridor, starting from the western 
terminus at 48th Avenue and heading 
east, runs as it currently does with no bus 
lanes until 33rd Avenue. The corridor 
then transitions to side-running lanes 
until about 27th Avenue, at which point 
it transitions to center-running, dedicated 
bus lanes. The buses stay in these lanes 
until the Palm/Jordan area where the 
corridor transitions back to side-running. 
East of Gough Street, eastbound buses 
move to the O’Farrell Street part of the 
Geary/O’Farrell one-way couplet. The 
recommendations for Geary Street (east 
of Van Ness Avenue) include colorizing 

walk. Despite assurances that Americans 
with Disabilities Act standards have been 
met, some neighborhood complaints per-
sist. As of early March, planting boxes 
remained empty, but tree and foliage 
planting is slated to begin shortly. Another 
nice feature is a new parklet being built in 
front of the Simple Pleasures Café.

U-verse is coming. AT&T is posting 
notices throughout the Richmond on 
streetlamp poles in areas where U-verse 
boxes are proposed. Instructions to protest 
the placement of a box are on the flyer. 

Golden Gate Park road closures: 
Thanks to Dana Ketchum of the Rec and 
Park Department, roads closed for special 
events are now posted online at http://
sfrecpark.org/golden-gate-park-road-
closures. 

Total lunar eclipse: On April 20, a solar 
eclipse will begin at 10:58 p.m., reach 
totality at 12:06 a.m., and end at 2:33 a.m.
 

LaPlaya Safeway update: Natalie Mattei, 
a Safeway representative, writes: 

“With the recent press about Safeway’s 
potential sale to Cerberus, a private equity 
firm, I have received many inquiries about 
the future of the La Playa Safeway rede-
velopment.

“Safeway is continuing with its 
Northern California projects on a business 
as usual basis. We remain very commit-
ted to San Francisco. Before proceeding 
with any construction, we always check 
budgets and evaluate return on investment. 
New investors in Safeway would become 
involved in this process, but we are con-
fident that they will continue to consider 
San Francisco an important place for 
Safeway to invest.

“I will keep you posted as to our prog-
ress with the City application, and all 
things Safeway.” 

Go to safewayonlaplaya.com for 
updates.  

Richmond historical bicycle tour: 
On May 3, PAR board member Andy 
Thornley leads a non-athletic tour focus-
ing on past efforts to create “protected 
neighborhoods” by reshaping streets that 
work well for cars, pedestrians and bicy-
clists. The ride begins at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Velo Rouge Café, 798 Arguello Blvd. 
Learn how to make real changes for better 
neighborhoods. 

Citywide bicycle registration: You can 
now register your bike(s) with Safety 
Awareness for Everyone at safebike.org. 
Registration requires a photo of the bike 
and its registration number. If your bike 
is recovered, SAFE will contact you and 
check your identification before returning 
the bike. The diagram below shows where 
the registration number should be. If there 
isn’t one, contact the manufacturer for the 
number or engrave an ID number such as 
your driver’s license number on your bike 
and register that. 

Safety tips for bicyclists: Invest in a good 
U-lock. Remember to lock the frame and 
both front and rear tires. Seats and lights 
are items that are often stolen. Cable locks 
for seats are available, and lights should  
be removed if you are in an unfamiliar 
place or will be parked for an extended 
period of time. Remember that public park-
ing garages often provide bicycle parking. 

The Richmond is talking . . . 
continued from page 1

continued on last page

1. Underside of crank  2. Headset  
3. Rear stays  4. Seat downtube 
next to crank  5. Top of crank

Geary Bus Rapid Transit project still rolling along
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BRT status report

the bus lanes, bus bulbs at high-ridership 
stops and corner bulbs at so-called 
strategic locations. 

The TA predicts that its current BRT 
design would result in at 25 percent 
average travel time-savings and as much 
as 30 percent in time savings in the 
center-running area. 
Next Steps 

The current schedule is still to release 
the environmental impact report and 
statement in summer 2014. The complete 
locally preferred alternative will be 
released then as well. Public comment 
would follow, with release of the final 
environmental document this coming 
winter. 

For more information and meeting 
schedules, go to www.sfmta.com and 
search “Geary BRT.” 

 —Brian Larkin

continued from page 5

Don’t miss a single  
PAR meeting in 2014

April 16
July 16

October 15
Wednesdays • 7 to 9 p.m.

Richmond Recreation Center
251 18th Avenue


