
PAR begins the new year with 
a new look

The Planning Association of the 
Richmond is starting off its 41st year 
with a redesigned logo. 

“Our new logo gives PAR a 
more striking visual identity. It also 
emphasizes the Richmond’s integrity 
as a neighborhood,” said Nick Belloni, 
who leads PAR’s Communications 
Committee along with Margie Hom-
Brown. 

The logo superimposes the 
organization’s name over a simplified 
map of the Richmond District. 
The white line running through the 
logo represents the district’s main 
commercial thoroughfares: Geary 
Boulevard and Clement and Balboa 
Streets. The green background 
symbolizes PAR’s commitment to 
preserving open space and a healthy 

quality of life in the neighborhood. 
This is the first revision of PAR’s 

logo since the 1980s. During that time, 
online communication became more 
important and the earlier logo took up 
a lot of electronic space. Visitors to 
sfpar.org should now see the site load 
more quickly and cleanly.  

“We were very lucky to have 
Shelley Wood donate her services 
as a graphic designer,” said Margie. 
“Without her assistance, we would 
never have been able to revitalize our 
look so professionally. Thanks also 
go to Laura Jacoby and Diane Fraser, 
who produce the newsletter and 
who steered the project from start to 
finish.”

Let us know what you think of the 
new logo at newsletter@sfpar.org. 

Bylaw change to quorum of 
eight up for vote

In October 2011, the PAR 
membership approved a proposal by 
the PAR Board to amend the Bylaws. 

The amendment provided for a 
flexible number of directors, ranging 
from 15 to 23 PAR members. The 
amendment left in place the provision 
defining a quorum as “at least one-
third of the members of the Board.” 

At the October meeting, several 
PAR members raised concerns that, 
after the amendment, Board decisions 

could be made when as few as five 
directors are present. The Board 
agrees and proposes an amendment 
that will change the quorum to eight 
directors.  

The amendment will take effect if 
two-thirds of the members attending 
and voting at the January 18 meeting 
approve. The language to be voted on 
is as follows (change underlined): 

Winter 2012

The Richmond is 

talking . . . 
Hellman Hollow: In December 2011, the 
Recreation & Park Commission renamed Golden 
Gate Park’s Speedway Meadow in honor of 
Warren Hellman, philanthropist and bluegrass 
music lover. Starting in 2000, Hellman presented 
the annual, free Hardly Strictly Bluegrass Festival 
in the park, one of his many generous acts of civic 
engagement. Hellman passed away December 18. 

The Balboa Theatre lives: With the support 
of the San Francisco Neighborhood Theater 
Foundation, owner Gary Meyer was able to sign a 
lease to extend operations through 2024. The orig-
inal, 1926 façade and marquee will be improved 
and a new heating system and digital projection 
system are planned. Fans of neighborhood the-
atres can endow a seat for $500. Go to www.sfntf.
org for more information. 

The Ocean Beach Master Plan moves  
forward: Some of the draft recommendations 
revealed last fall by SPUR (the San Francisco 
Planning and Urban Research association)   
included rerouting and eliminating two lanes in 
part of the Great Highway, redistributing parking 
in smaller lots and redesigning a new terminus for 
the L-Taraval Muni line, among other others. A 
draft Master Plan, incorporating public comments 
on the recommendations, was expected by year-

• Bylaw Amendment & Board Election

• La Playa Safeway

• 2012 Rec & Park Bond Proposal

Wednesday, January 18, 2012

7 to 9 p.m.

Richmond Recreation Center
251 18th Avenue

(between Clement & California streets)
Paid parking is available one block away 
in the lot behind the Alexandria Theatre 

between Clement Street and Geary Boulevard. 
Muni lines:  

1 California and 38 Geary

Winter PAR Meeting
• • •
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Dear PAR Members,
  If it’s true that life begins at 

40, PAR has a lot of life ahead of 
it. At the start of our 41st year, we remain 
true to our original purpose: Educating 
our members on land use and quality of 
life issues, carrying members’ concerns 
to city officials and providing a forum for 
discussion.

Over the last four decades, our focus 
has expanded beyond the potential loss of 
traditional one- and two-family homes to 
so-called Richmond Specials to include 
similar quality-of-life and land-use issues 
prompted by larger commercial, residen-
tial and institutional development in the 
neighborhood. Furthermore, the circle of 
“officials” with whom we advocate on 
behalf of Richmond residents has grown 
beyond elected and appointed members 
of the city and county government to 

include officials in the state and federal 
governments.

The latter transition came about when 
the Presidio Army Base was decommis-
sioned at the end of 1993, to be adminis-
tered by the federally appointed members 
of the Presidio Trust as part of the Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area forming 
the entire northern and western boundar-
ies of the Richmond District. 

This meant PAR and Richmond 
District residents had to learn how enti-
ties such as the National Park Service, 
the Presidio Trust and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs function, and how their 
rules differ from our local government. 

An even more important lesson has 
been finding out that the three agencies 
often apply the same rules differently. In 
some ways, it is like learning a foreign 
language. For the most part, the efforts 
of PAR and the neighborhood groups we 
partner with have resulted in cordial and 
productive relationships with our federal 
neighbors. 

Fortunately, other things have been 
simplified over the years. San Francisco’s 
rules for public review and comment 
regarding commercial and residential 
building permits are much more open 
and transparent today. Required public 
notices and recommended meetings with 
neighbors encourage early agreement 
between developers and neighbors. This 
has reduced the number of appeals to the 
Planning Commission and the Board of 

Letter from the President

continued on back page

Article IV, Section D

Quorum: At least eight members of 
the Board of Directors shall constitute a 
quorum.

PAR members also will elect the PAR 
Board of Directors at the January 2011 
General Membership Meeting. (See box 
on left of this page for a complete list of 
directors.)
Two new PAR directors

Officers

Raymond Holland, President
Maria Sousa, Vice President & Treasurer
Jason Jungreis, Secretary 

Directors

Brenda Altman Sharon Gadberry
Fred Altshuler Margie Hom-Brown
Lynn Altshuler  Brian Larkin
Dan Baroni Claire Myers
Nick Belloni Cheryl Schultz
Gene Brodsky Bill Shepard
Julie Burns Matt Tuchow
Herb Elliott Peter Winkelstein
Paul Epstein Christopher Wright
Robert Fries 

Emeritus Directors

Jon Bulkley • Jim Lazarus • Ron Miguel •  
Paul Rosenberg • Michele Stratton 

PAR Representatives on the:

Neighborhood Associations for Presidio 
Planning: Paul Epstein, Sharon Gadberry, 
Ray Holland

Housing Action Council: Dan Baroni
Neighborhood Working Group for Presidio 

Master Plan: Ray Holland
Kaiser Permanente Citizens Task Force:  

Peter Winkelstein
 Presidio Restoration Advisory Board:  

Julie Cheever
Ocean Beach Master Planning Committee: 

Julie Burns
Richmond Community Coalition: Ray Holland, 

Nick Belloni

Officers & Directors

Bylaw change
continued from page 1

Claire Myers and Christopher Wright 
joined PAR’s Board of Directors in  
October 2011. 

Claire also serves on the board of the 
Mountain Lake Park Playground  
Restoration Association and wants to direct 
her efforts with PAR to issues related to 
children and youth. She grew up living on 
14th Avenue and Lake Street and is now 
raising her family just a few blocks away. 
“I am proud to be involved with PAR and 
am proud to serve the finest district in San 
Francisco,” she said. After a career in opera 
administration, Claire now works in real 
estate. 

Chris and his family have lived in the 
Richmond for 11 years. As a Board  
member, he plans to focus on keeping 
families in San Francisco and on the  
vitality of the neighborhood merchant 
districts, noting that he is “very concerned 
about the number of vacant storefronts on 
Clement and Geary.” Chris is the executive 
director of a business association that 
promotes economic development and job 
creation.He also is active with SPUR, the 
Alamo School PTA and the SF Parent PAC.

Where in  
the Richmond? 

If you want to submit a photo 

for a future issue, send it to 

newsletter@sfpar.org. Be sure 

to include details of what the 

photo is and where it was 

taken. 

Do you know where in the 
Richmond this photo was 
taken? You’ll find the answer 
on page 5. 



Jerry Orecchia
Susan Payne
Stephen Pegors & Trista Berkovitz
Roland Perkins
Tony Rando
Sidney & Laurel Samuels
Elsa Scott
Maria Sousa
James R. & Victoria Sutton
Claudio & Elizabeth Tarchi
Catherine Thomas
Yvonne Tom & Edward Chun
Tommy & Elmy Inc. 
Himeo Tsumori & Louise Lue
Jo Ann Vandenberg
Bobbi & Herb Wiltsek
Ray & Cynthia Wright
Matthew & JoAnn Zlatunich
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Thank you 
Our donors’ generosity is essential 

to PAR’s ongoing ability to advocate on 
behalf of the residents and businesses of 
the Richmond District.

To maintain its independence, PAR 
does not accept government fund or 
grants. Our only income is members’ 
tax-deductible dues and contributions. 

We gratefully acknowledge those 
members who contributed in 2011 
(through November 30). 

Subscribers ($25-$49) 

Sponsors ($50-$99) 

Patrons ($100 and above) 

250 Laurel Condominium Owners 
Assn. 

Golden Coast Properties,  
Maelin Wang 

Lynn Altschuler & Stan Herzstein 
Bill Alvarado 
Beresford Amoroso, 
Helen Archer-Duste & Marc Duste 
Steve & Barbara Artus 
John H. Bickel 
J. Dennis Bonney 
Veronica & Greg Bottini
Ellen & Russell Breslauer
Eugene & Kittie Brodsky

330 Arguello HOA
California Pacific Medical Center
Richmond Area Multi-Services, Inc.
Viet Huong Fishsauce Co.
Richmond District Medical Group
San Francisco Free Clinic
Angelina’s Café & Catering,  

Maria Gloria 
Fred Altshuler & Julie Cheever
Paul Angelo
Leonard F. Armstrong 
Daniel & Kathryn Baroni 
Jonathan & Lisa Bulkley
Steve & Phoebe Combs
Joan Curtis
Pat & Jerry Dodson 
Herb & Bonnie Elliott 
Robert & Chandra Friese 
Kwock Don Gee 
Thomas Gille 
Richard & Eleanor Johns
Nancy & Bill Newmeyer
John & Carole Ruffo
Richard H. Salz
I. Schmid Maybach
Douglas & Cheryl Schultz
Christine Tam
Boots Whitmer & Bob Steiner
Jacqueline & Robert Young

continued on page 4

Institute on Aging (IOA) 
Capellino Sauces, Judith Capellino
Golden Gate National Parks 

Conservancy 
Louis N. Haas Professional Corp., 

Louise Haas
Pauline Soffa Design, Pauline Soffa 
Irving & Lilyan Abramowitz 
George Acheff 
Ursula Alano 
Jack & Florence 

Anderson 
Bob & Sandy Arkoff 
Mary Ashe 
Patricia Axelrod 
George & Marsha Bach-Y-Rita 
Ted & Janet Bamberger 
Roslyn Banish & Paul Epstein
Arthur W. Baum 
Vikki Bay 
Jeanne M. Becnel 
John A. Bier 
Charlotte C. Birsinger 
Jack & Mildred Blumenkrantz 
Helen & Roger Bohl 
David Bond 
Rupert Bond 
William Bonham & Louise Fong
Peter & Carolyn Boyle 
Rena Bransten 
Carol Brost & Tom Opdycke
Suzanne Brown 
Kevin Brunner 
William M. Burke 
Julie & David Burns 

Bud & Nancy Bronstein 
C. Howard & Ellen Brown 
Douglas Burrill 
Barbra Campagnoli 
Matt Carlsen 
S. L. & Danise Chandler 
Eunice Chee
Cournale & Co., Curt Cournale 
Rodney & Gretta D’Acquisto 
Francis De Rosa & Janice Roudebush 
Ann Dey 
Sandra & Jerry Dratler 
Jonathan & Audrey Dunn 
John Faugenet 
Euphemia A. Felicitas 
Jane & Jerome Field 
Barry & Laura Galvin 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Goldberg 
Dr. Peter Graf 
Don & Judy Gray 
Allen & Patricia 

Grossman
Irwin & Agatha 

Hoff 
Raymond & Melinda Holland 
Cliff Jarrard 
John & Ranate Kenaston 
David & Barbara Kimport 
Tom & Kim Kuhn 
Al Laskoff 
William & Emily Leider 
Eugene & Ellen Lew
Ken Lipson & Beverly Spector
Lawrence & Elinore Lurie
Liz Marmosky & Melburn Knox
Melanie Marks
Bill & Josie McGann
David & Diann Melnick
Dr. & Mrs. Robert A. Mendle
Ron & Ruth Miguel
Judith & Walter Miller
Marian Mohr
Paula A. Morgan
Moyra & Loring Moy
Mutsuhiko & Aki Murashige
Susan Nelson
Julie Nishihara
Mark Nocerini & Zara Abraham 
Media Pro, Inc., Wayne Opp 

Merci
Gracias

Danke

Our donors’ generosity is essetial to PA
R’s ongoing ability to advocnate on behalf of 

the residents and businesses of the Richmond District. 



4 

Thomas & Emilie Calhoun 
Regina M. Casciato 
Curtis & Janice Chan 
Edward & Meimei Chang 
Dorothea Char 
Ann Chow 
Frank T. & Patricia Choy 
Allen Chu 
Bob Chu 
Richard Corriea 
Jim & Mary Lou Cranna 
Dr. & Mrs. David Curtis 
Jack & Betsy Darr 
Joe Demartini 
Carolyn & Jerry Dow 
John Doyle 
M. Gay Ducharme 
Ronald Faibusch 
Francine Feder 
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Feigenbaum 
Philip A. Fisher 
Matthew Fong 
Carolyn Forsyth 
Anadel S. Fox 
Daniel Froloff & C. Bertao 
Ronald & Lanette Frostestad 
Adelyn Fukuda 
Nobusuke Fukuda 
Arlene M. Getz 
Charles Gherman 
June A. Gilmore 
Howard & Barbara Ginsberg 
Yvonne & Gary Goddard 
Dai Hoy & Wong Gong Lyman
Herbert & T. Goodman 
Philip & Jane Graham 
Jerry & Janet Greenbaum 
William Greenberg 
Joseph Grubb 
Tanako Hagiwara 
Tina Hagopian 
Richard D. Harmon 
David Hartley 
John & Shirley Hatten 
Kirsten Havrehed 
Winchell Hayward 
Carolyn L. & Fredric Hee 
Ken & Gail High 
Lynette Hill 
Dr. & Mrs. S. Hoch 
Janet Holsinger 
Lillian Hong 
Sumi Honnami 
William E. Horton 

Julian E. & Patricia Hultgren 
Marcia & Tom Hurley 
Dong Hwang 
William Iracki 
Raoul Isaac 
Jill Jacobi 
Edward & Judy Jarvis 
Cathy Jefferson 
Esther Jennings 
David Jesson 
Mary E. Jones 
Richard & Elizabeth Jow 
Nickolas Kacprowski 
John & Catharine Kalin 
Mr. & Mrs. Isadore Kamins 
Cheryl & Ronald Karpowicz 
Jim & Yoshiko Kashiwagi 
Marlene & Russell Kawahata 
Frank & Maggie Keane 
Jean P. Kempf 
Harumi Kishida 
Mr. & Mrs. Rae Kleinen 
Muriel Kroll 
Bernd Kutzscher 
Charles & Carol Lane 
W. Holsman & Carol Langbort 
Angelina T. Lavroushin 
Jim & Ann Lazarus 
Anthony W. Lee 
Dan & Letty Lee 
Eugenia Lee 
Harry & Eloise Lee 
Michael & Sylvia Lee 
Paul Lee 
Shirley Lee-Poo 
Eugene Leung 
Martin & Elinor Liberman 
Kai M. Lieu 
Dorene Liu 
Alfred Louie 
Victor S. Louie 
Jim & Mary 

Macaire 
Jim & Mimi Mancini 
Evelyn C. Manies 
Milt & Soni Mares 
Sylvie Marshall 
Susanne Maruoka 
Mr. & Mrs. Jackson McElmell 
Tom Meyer 
Sharon & Alexander Meyer Gregory
Howard & Ellie Miller 
Ellen M. Murphy 
Nancy Nakai & Dale Spink
Roberta Neustadter 
Steve & Cindy Overbaugh 

Ruby Ow 
Amelia Panes 
Darlene B. Pasch 
Marilyn & Alan Pearson 
John Pickering 
Ararat & Coley Pogosian 
Anne G. Politeo 
C. H. Porter, Jr. 
Darlene Puertolas 
Spencer & Jenelle Rank 
Linda M. Reilly, M.D.
Richard Reinhardt 
Rene & Maureen Revel 
Julian Rhine 
Cheryl Ringelmann 
Judith & David Rose 
Bern & Judith Rosen 
Dr. & Mrs. Milton Rosenberg 
Paul Rosenberg 
Val & Jan-Maureen Sakovich 
Margarida Savant 
Donald W. Schaefer 
Rosa M. Schiessl 
Sim & Tsuyako Seiki 
Louis B. SerraKo 
William Shepard 
Mary Lynn Shimek 
Raymond & Kathy 

Shine 
Taeko Shiozaki 
Cyrill Sinelnikoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sinton 
Beatrice Smith 
David Sturges & Elizabeth De Simone
Addie Sullivan 
Robert & Mary Szarnicki 
Nola Theobald 
Andy & Tracey Thornley 
Judith Tornese & Jerry Winters
Joan Toscanini 
Suzanne Tucker 
David & Norah Uyeda 
Jeanne & Jason Villafuerte 
Laura Ware 
Bob & Tera Wattles 
Peter & Lynn Wendell 
Judie Wertheimer 
Judith A. Whilt 
Leslie A. Will 
Jay Williams & Holly Holter
Jean Wyman 
Herb & Jane Young

continued from page 3

Subscribers ($25-$49) 
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Resolved: Recent actions taken by PAR

Planning and development issues were 
among the reasons PAR was founded, and 
they remain a key concern. PAR’s Land 
Use Committee, made up of Dan Baroni, 
Cheryl Schultz, Nick Belloni and Peter 
Winkelstein, answer your questions about 
how the committee works and some of its 
recent accomplishments. 

What is the Land Use Committee’s  
purpose?

Dan: We endeavor to represent our 
Richmond neighbors on issues related to 
building and planning, both as they arise 
on individual projects and in reference to 
long-term planning issues that affect the 
district and the entire city. 

How does the committee find out about 

land use issues? 
Dan: A lot of the work we do is 

prompted by 311/312 notices issued by 
the Planning Department. Those notices 
are part of the department’s ‘universal 
planning notification’ process, which is 
intended to provide timely public review 
and input on all land use issues. That 
includes planning permits for building 
and construction/demolition permits, as 
well as neighborhood planning and poli-
cies. The Land Use Committee receives 
all 311/312 notices in and adjacent to the 
Richmond district.

How do you help Richmond residents?

Cheryl: For example, in 2004, my 
neighbors wanted to build a large addi-
tion, which would have been quite devas-

tating to our sunlight. We contacted PAR 
after having no luck talking to our neigh-
bors. Peter met with us and the neighbors. 
PAR wrote letters of support. Eventually, 
Peter worked with the architect to come 
up with a much better design and a suc-
cessful outcome.

Dan: On a larger scale, we talk directly 
with project and area planners and speak 
at meetings of the Planning and Historic 
Preservation Commissions and the Board 
of Supervisors. We try to take a long view 
on project implementation, occasion-
ally making sure that the parties follow 
through on phased development or live 
up to their development agreements. 
A recent example was working with 
Safeway to remove two cart storage racks 
that had been added a couple of years 
after the remodel of the Seventh Avenue 

store. This brought the number of parking 
spaces back to the number Safeway had 
agreed to earlier.  

Cheryl: In another example, a contrac-
tor wanted to build a four-story vertical/
horizontal building on Balboa Street, 
where there was a clear history of three-
story buildings. The four-story build-
ing would have towered over the other 
structures. The project sponsors weren’t 
willing to negotiate until PAR helped 
neighbors file for a Discretionary Review 
and speak to the Planning Commission. 
The Commission agreed and a three-story 
building is now under construction.

If you are interested in joining the 
Land Use Committee, please send an 
e-mail to president@sfpar.org. 
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Commented on the scope and 
accuracy of the draft environmental 
impact report (DEIR) for the proposal 
to build spectator stands and install 
synthetic turf and lights at the Beach 
Chalet Soccer Fields. 

It is PAR’s view that the Planning 
Department should delay certifying the 

Beach Chalet soccer field DEIR until a 
separate DEIR for the proposed water 
treatment plant in the western end of 
Golden Gate Park is ready for review, 
given the “cumulative effects” of the 
two projects. That DEIR is not expected 
until mid to late 2012.

Ask PAR

Answer: This architectural detail is carved on the front of the former Public Health 

Service Hospital in the Presidio. Built in 1932, the hospital cared for members of the 

U.S. Merchant Marine, which explains the anchor. The building reopened in 2011 as 

the Presdio Landmark apartment building. 

A typical Richmond District street where each house has its own style, 
yet all reflect a similar sensibility and proportion, which contributes to the 
characteristic charm of the neighborhood. 

The Richmond  

is talking . . .

end 2011, and the target date for a complete 
Master Plan is February 2012. Read more 
at www.spur.org.  

Mountain Lake Park: The Presidio Trust 
will soon finish clearing out primarily 
non-native plants around Mountain Lake 
in preparation for the Mountain Lake 
Remediation Project, which will clean up 
sediment and the water in the lake. Contact 
Presidio Trust Public Affairs at presidio@
presidiotrust.gov for further information.

continued from page 1



WWW.SFPAR.ORG

5758 Geary Boulevard, #356
San Francisco, CA 94121-2112

The date code above your name on the mailing label indicates when your membership expires. 

WWW.SFPAR.ORG

Join PAR
Membership is open to all persons living, working, or owning property in the Richmond
District of San Francisco. PAR is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. Your contribution is
tax-deductible as provided by law.

Yes! I/we want to support the Richmond District.

First name(s) Last name

Name of business (for business members)

Address

City State Zip

Primary phone Cell/other phone

E-Mail   PAR respects your privacy and will not share your email.

Membership                                                      ! Individual          ! Business

!     Supporting membership, $15.00/year and above

!     Subscribing membership, $25.00/year and above

!     Sponsor membership, $50.00/year and above

!     Patron membership,  $100.00/year and above

Please complete and cut out this form and mail it together with your check (payable to the
Planning Association of the Richmond) to

PAR

3145 Geary Boulevard, #205

San Francisco CA 94118

THANKS for helping to support the quality of life in San Francisco's Richmond District.

PAR

5758 Geary Boulevard, Box 356

San Francisco, CA 94121-2112

continued from page 2

Letter from the 
President
Permit Appeals. This may be a positive 
form of “regulatory reform!”

The next 40 years, indeed the next four 
years, will provide still more opportuni-
ties and challenges: continued expansion 
on the San Francisco Veterans Medical 
Center campus, the Ocean Beach Master 
Plan (see page 1), Geary Bus Rapid 
Transit and others that have yet to make 
themselves known. 

PAR, its talented, expert volunteer 
Board of Directors and motivated mem-
bers are sure to rise to the occasion. We 
will remain true to our commitment to 
safeguard the quality of life here in the 
Richmond District for future generations. 

We are confident that 2012 and sub-
sequent years will see an ever-improving 
Richmond District!

  Ray Holland

 president@sfpar.org

Join PAR now and make your voice heard.

Don’t miss a 

single PAR meeting 

 this year! 

January 18

April 18

July 18

October 17

Richmond Recreation 

Center

Wednesdays

7 to 9 p.m.

Best wishes  
to everyone  

for a peaceful & 
prosperous 2012.


